Minutes from the meeting of the Sector Working Group for Civil Society, Media and Culture (CSMC)
Date: November 26, 2013 
Venue: SEIO
Time: 11:30-13:00

1. Optimal Strategic Framework in CSMC sector
The purpose of this topic was to discuss optimal strategic framework per sector based on the discussion paper “Moving to strategic frameworks for each sector in 2014-2020” prepared by SEIO.  The paper sets the proposal for a coherent and comprehensive strategic framework that concentrates assistance, maximises impact and takes into account the cross-sector synergies.
· There is currently no specific strategy for civil society development and culture thematic areas. Strategy for Creation of Enabling Environment for Development of Civil Society with accompanying Action Plan is under preparation and foreseen for adoption by end of 2014 or early 2015. The Government Office for Cooperation with the Civil Society has stated that the NAD document and the EC Guidelines for Support to Civil Society in the Enlargement Region 2014 – 2020 currently present the guiding programmatic and strategic guidance relevant for activities and measures to be taken for civil society development, before the adoption of the Strategy. 

· Development Culture Strategy (Strategy) until 2023 is in process of preparation. Currently it is not known when it will be adopted. It was mentioned that SEIO will send a letter to Ministry in charge of culture in order to speed-up  process of adoption of the Strategy.
· Concerning media thematic theme, The Strategy for the Development of Public Information (Media Strategy with Action plan) until 2016 is the only overarching strategy and covers all priority issues in this theme. Besides media strategy, Strategy for Development of the Information Society in Serbia together with Strategy of Electronic Communications Development, both until 2020, represent the Digital Agenda for the Republic of Serbia. The implementation period of the Broadcasting Development Strategy runs until the end of 2013, and will then be succeeded by a new one covering the period 2013-2018.
· It is agreed that strategic framework for CSMC thematic area need to be completed by adoption of Cultural Strategy and Strategy for Creation of Enabling Environment for Development of Civil Society as soon as possible. 

2. CSP, Other Donor Plans and Prioritisation for Further Assistance 

The purpose of this topic was to discuss the most efficient way on how to make prioritisation based on the existing programming documents – Country Strategy Paper and NAD (“Priorities for International Assistance in the period 2014-2017 with the projections until 2020”). The short presentation of the CSP was envisaged by the EC, since the document was delivered to the Serbian administration only few days before the SWG meetings.
· Representatives of DG Enlargement (EC) presented CSP and Guidelines for EU support to civil society in enlargement countries 2014-2020 (CS Guidelines) to SWG members. Civil society is placed under the chapter related to good governance. It was stressed that an empowered civil society can play an important role in democratic society and be important factor in process of accession negotiation. Focus of the Guidelines is achieving an environment that is conducive to civil society activities and building the capacity of CSOs to be effective and accountable independent actors. Also it was mentioned  that Civil Society is a cross cutting theme and that at least 2% of IPA funds should be allocated to CSOs. 
· Office for cooperation with Civil Society suggested that since civil society does not represent a sector but it is a cross-cutting issue through all the sectors the support for its activities should be primarily provided through civil society facility, but also through the sector programs for financial support. They commented that the draft CSP takes into account CS Guidelines and expressed full support to it. 
· Other members of SWG have welcomed essence of CSP and stressed that detailed comments will be delivered timely. 

3. Evaluation Findings and Recommendations
The purpose of this topic was to discuss the evaluation findings made for the CSMC sector in order to improve upcoming programming process by providing inputs for the first stage of the new cycle. The purpose of evaluation process is to contribute to the design of interventions, including political priorities, to assist in efficient allocation of resources, improve the quality, and to report on the achievements of overall development assistance.
· Process of evaluations and methodology of preparing of follow-up recommendations were presented on the meeting. SWG members were invited to continue process of defining follow-up actions on selected recommendations. It was requested that those institutions which didn’t delivered activities and/or those who intend to make further improvements provide them until 10th December 2013. 
· It is agreed to finalize List of follow-up activities by the end of December 2013, after which will be distributed to all SWG members inviting them to make maximum effort to implement these activities so that recommendations are fulfilled. 
· Follow up on evaluation recommendations will be done through the work of the Sectoral Monitoring Sub-Committees (SMSCs) for IPA under Decentralised Menagement, in first quarter of 2014.
