Minutes from the meeting of the Sector Working Group for Agriculture and Rural Development Meeting
Date: April 16, 2014 

Venue: Palace of Serbia
Time: 14:00-16:00
· SEIO welcomed all participants and underlined that the focus of this round of Sector Working Groups (SWGs) shall be on first draft of Action Documents for IPA 2014 National programme.  Action Documents shall be priority for future period and their completion is expected by mid 2014. Sector Planning Documents shall be developed by October 2014.
1. Brief presentation of the priority activities and planned interventions in the sector in following 3-year period, by national authorities
The purpose of this topic was to discuss current situation and developments regarding strategic framework, legal and regulatory framework, short and midterm priorities and foreseen interventions in the light of priorities defined in document “National priorities for international assistance to the Republic of Serbia (NAD)2014-2017with 2020 projections”
· Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management presented the state of play regarding legislative and strategic framework of this sector.
2. Brief presentation of the IPA 2014 Action Documents and discussion
The purpose of this topic was to present first drafts of Action Documents for IPA 2014 and to discuss their contents with all relevant stakeholders (EU Delegation, Donor community, relevant Civil Society organizations)
· SEIO presented the first draft of AD in Agriculture and Rural Development Sector. AD has been developed in line with Country Strategy Paper, Sector Planning Document, Progress Report and other relevant EU and national strategic and regulatory documents. Results foreseen in AD are the following:
1. Establishing of  harmonised rules for common organisation of agricultural markets in the area of classification of carcasses (Result 1.1);

2. Improving capacities of the viticulture and wine sector in line with the requirements of Single CMO regulation (Result 1.2);
3. Strengthening capacities for implementation and further development of legislation and appropriate institutional set up for marketing, supervision and control of production and processing and  certification of organic production (Result 1.3);
4. Strengthening the administrative and operational capacities as well as schemes for implementation of national food quality policy and promotion of agricultural products (Result 1.4);
5. Strengthening capacities of phytosanitary sector in the fields of plant varieties registration, including improvement of testing authortites (Result 1.5);

6. Strengthening the institutional capacity and operational capabilities of Extension Service of Serbia for the effective implementation of agricultural policy aligned with CAP and development of legislation (Result 2.1);

7. Improving land management and consolidation system in Serbia (Result 2.2). - This is a follow up of the project financed by GIZ from 2010.
· Total cost for all Actions is 12.7 mil. €.
· Alignment with the CAP Single Market Organisation rules are advanced at the moment only in the wine sector, with however additional need for improvement.
· Rules and procedures for CMO for other products of animal and plant origin are not well advanced.
· MAFWM stated that additional funding is needed for improving land management and consolidation system (Result 2.2).
· SEIO pointed out that support for preparation for IPARD is not included in AD.
· EU Delegation considers interventions stated in AD to be highly relevant and in line with strategic documents. They had two remarks: First, the need for better sequencing in order to ensure focusing on what is relevant, and also to ensure consolidation (because of the ambitious projects in the sector). Second, additional improvements needed in food safety (because of the lack of clarity in that area). Also, they pointed out that there is already a great number of project support for implementation of IPARD, but they need to see more evidence that the Ministry is focused on IPARD preparations, and they are still waiting for institutional clarifying.
· SEIO asked the Department for Rural Development if they have any deadline for adoption of GMO law.
· Department for Rural Development stressed that they need additional trainings of the staff on GMO.

· GIZ emphasized that their assessing indicates some institutional reforms are needed. Also, they expressed the need for follow up for additional consultation in June-July.
· CSO representatives stated that absorption capacity is low, so that issue has to be tackled. They expressed the need for better coordination with Department for Rural Development, and also, they would like to know what is the plan of the DRD for 2015.
3. Presentation of ongoing and planned donor interventions in the sector and discussion
The purpose of this topic was to discuss state of play of donor activities in the sector, as well as planned interventions in order to coordinate, avoid overlaps and achieve synergy of donor activities.
· SEIO pointed out that there are already 4 mil. € for supporting IPARD structure from IPA 2012. Measure 5.1 meant to be used to support managing authority. Also, in response to the question regarding the absence of envisaged support to IPARD structure in AD, SEIO representative explained that there is no point in programming that activity in 2014 because IPARD accreditation is expected in 2015, and implementation of activities from AD will be in 2016.
· Department of Forestry emphasized the importance of forest protection and stressed the need for supporting it, most likely from CBC. They informed participants of the ongoing project on development of forest infrastructure.
· GIZ added that they also have one project supporting Forestry Sector.
· SEIO thanked everyone for their contribution and informed all participants that comments should be submitted within 2 weeks period.
